RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
An education at a public school of passable renown
was followed by residence at University College,
Oxford. So occupied he carried a nimble waspish
brain into the early years of the twentieth century.
He must have read attentively, for his speaking and
writing reveal a well-stored mind. He was called to
the Bar, but any professional achievements are less
well remembered than his social service in the East
End of London,
I should imagine that it was during this period that
Clement Attlee had his hatred of exaggerated social
inequalities confirmed. You can enjoy an unusual
view of your fellow beings from Toynbee Hall, of
which he was Secretary at the age of twenty-seven,
Here, on the fringes of the City, you can see the
contacts of great wealth with extreme poverty.
Attlee, a most intelligent man, must have been
impressed with the simple truth that wealth cannot
arrogate a monopoly of brains. He would certainly
rate intelligence high among the human qualities,
higher, in all probability, than courage or generosity.
The war came and he was soon in the early thirties
to be crawling gallantly over the savage slopes of
Gallipoli. After an interlude in Mesopotamia he
reached the still grimmer and gloomier battlefields of
France. In one of his speeches in the House on the
Disarmament Conference he was attacking the prac-
tice of having "experts35 to deal with various classes
of destructive weapons. He said he would choose as
an "expert53 on gas a man who had suffered from it.
A military member interrupted, "The experts went
through the Somme!" Attlee could have retorted
that he knew war at first hand as well as any pro-
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